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During the period of Japanese occupation, this was
the site of the Xingguoshan Jiubaosi (in Japanese,
Kyuhoji), a temple of the Caodong school of
Buddhism. Later, it became the Second Precinct of
the Keelung City Police Bureau. Construction of the
Keelung Tower began here in 2019; the structure was
designed by architect QIU,WEN-JIE, based on the
concept of the harbor’s bridge cranes. The building is
about 64 meters tall and 87 meters long, with a
corridor connecting to the Zhuputan Temple. It was
completed at the end of June, 2023.
The 4th floor houses the Keelung Tower Cafe Book
Zone; on the top floor House K combines books and
cuisine, creating a unique local book-shop brand and
promoting an urban culture of “Seeing the World
from Keelung, Seeing Keelung from the World.”
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Seeing the World from Keelung -

Keelung GCafebookzone

Living next to the mountains, coming from the
sea. Between mountains and sea. Writing
about the city

The “Keelung Cafebookzone”on the 4th floor of the
Keelung tower focuses mainly on reading, but it
incorporates Keelung’s mountain, sea, and cityscape
elements. Its collection includes classics and best-sellers,
as well as books published in Keelung, making it an
important platform for local culture and literature.

In addition, reading-related lectures are held regularly
here, with well-known authors sharing their ideas so that
the audience can, from Keelung Tower, catch a glimpse of
the multidimensional nature of life and culture. Seven
windows offer views of different corners of Keelung, so
that visitors who come here can feel the unique cultural
atmosphere of the city as they read.
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Seeing Keelung from the World -

House

The character in the Chinese name for House K isl
(kong), which is used mainly in place names. It is made
up of two elements, LU (shan, mountain) andZ (kong,
empty), symbolizing a space with the primordial feeling
of Keelung. In Taiwanese pronunciation, I can also
evoke an “inclusive” and “open” atmosphere. The
structure matches raw concrete walls with large
amounts of greenery, expressing a blend of nature and
history. The local plants here demonstrate

Keelung’s humid environment, and the =
huge tree burl calls up memories of
Taiwan Red Cypress. The Taiwan endemic
plants by the windows create the feeling of
living together with rain.

House K offers more than
books and culture; it also
provides food and drinks,
making it a great place to relax
in a sense of nature and
history. The second floor offers . g
a 270° view of the sea, with '
“Duncan” figures that provide h ;
directions for the full s
enjoyment of Keelung’s
majestic mountain and sea
landscapes.

A New Juncture for Street
Life and Local Memory -

Yin 2 Road Air-raid Shelter

The inspiration for the exterior design of the Xin 2nd
Road Air-raid Shelter came from the concept of the
lighthouse, with titanium zinc fish-scale siding used to
symbolize corrosion by the moisture and salt in
Keelung’s seaside air. The inside of the shelter retains
raw hand-drilled stone walls and hanging ropes, and
the walkway curving slightly inward, along with the
channels along the edge that carry away water from
the walls, creating a sense of movement and soft
lighting that entices visitors to explore both tunnels.
Exhibits of various kinds are held in the tunnels on an
irregular basis, transforming this historic space into a
creative platform where history and culture intertwine.
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Circle Path

Besides entering Keelung Tower through the main
entrance on Yi 2nd Road, visitors can take the elevator
from the Xin 2nd Road Air-raid Shelter to the Fan-shaped
Plaza. Here, Duncan figures are available for photo
check-in. A 15-minute walk along the Circle Path takes
you to Zhuputan, from where you can go on to the
Keelung Tower Vewing Deck. The Circle Path has toilets
and a pavilion, with dense shade for protection from the
sun. The pavilion offers a view of the tower, adding to
the leisure and sightseeing fun. This route connects the
Xin 2nd Road Air-raid Shelter with the Keelung tower,
combining history with a pleasant stroll.
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Public Art

Duncan:

The Duncan images, designed by the Hualien
illustrator Duncan, are installed at the Yi 2nd
Road entrance, the upper part of House K, and
the Fan-shaped Plaza, adding to the fun and
encouraging interaction by visitors. The figures
also guide visitors to see all of Zhongzheng Park,
Zhuputan Temple, and Keelung Tower on foot.
Return:

Designed by the artist Lin Shuen-Long, this
installation illustrates the praying of the harbor
fisherfolk for the safe return of family members
who have gone to sea.




Keelung Tower 4th Floor Corridor-

ToP Seven Scenes of Keelung

Mt. Zengziliao

Bleu&Book at TPES

O The Closest O0ffshore
Island - Keelung Is|and

Keelung Island is open to tourism from
April through October, giving access to its
rare igneous rock landscapes and
fascinating native vegetation. Wild lilies
become a beautiful focus of attention in
spring, when they burst into bloom around
the island and offer opportunities for a “lily
tour.”

KEELUNG Landmark

The 7 Top Scenes of Keelung from the
4th floor of Keelung Tower and the 7
viewing windows of the Visionary
Cultural Space display

® Culture and Nature in

[hongzheng Park

Keelung’s parks are next either to mountain or
sea. A white Guanyin statue faces a huge
“KEELUNG” sign—the city’s landmark- across
the harbor; religious images around the statue,
and the orange temple behind it, add color to
the green mountaintop. The Huanshan Trail runs
hidden through the trees, linking historic sites
that give a feeling of mismatched timing and
Keelung’s unique modernity.
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O Asia’ s Third-larzest Cruise

Port - Keelun3 Harbor

Keelung Harbor transitioned to a cruise port in
2000, becoming the third-largest such in Asia
and playing a key role in the “new age of
exploration.” Huge cruise ships have come to
symbolize the harbor; however the world
changes, Keelung Harbor remains as a reminder
of the lives and dreams of Keelung’s people.
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Keelung Island

Heping Island

Ershawan Fort

@ Keelum' S Landmark and a
BookshoP with Beautiful Seaviews

Visitors to Keelung are welcomed by the
“KEELUNG” sign on the hill to the west of the
harbor, on a defensive highland that has become
a lookout point. Itis linked to the harbor, railway
station, and steep city streets, and less than half a
kilometer’s walk brings you to Bleu&Book at TPES
and Mt. Zengziliao. All this is a microcosm of

Keelung’s local geography, history, and life. §

O A Plaza Linking Mountains,

Sea, and City

The expansive views from Maritime Plaza
encompass scenery from mountain to sea.
Foraging black kites circling above the harbor
add majesty to the scene.

The “KEELUNG” sign above the plaza is the
landmark of the city, as well as a place where its
residents relax and engage in leisure activities.

O Bridse Cranes Echoed
in Keelung Tower

Bridge cranes stand like giraffes in
Keelung; they are, in fact, the symbols of
this port city. These huge structures, lined
up with stacks of colorful containers,

create a unique scene.

@ Wharft W2 and W3 Warehouses

These warehouses originated in structures
built on the west side of Keelung Harbor
mainly in the 1930s, during the period of
Japanese occupation. At first there were eight
of them, but by the 1990s only two were left:
the Wharf W2 and W3 warehouses. From their
completion until the rise of aviation, these
constituted Taiwan’s main gateway to the

outside world.




